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In this book the author avoids technical detail, 

there’s plenty of that elsewhere, and examines the 

personalities involved in the creation of the engine that 

powered the world.  He studies the contribution each 

inventor made, their nature, what drove them on, their 

family lives and how they reacted to each other.   

 

This is a human story, one of blind faith, deception 

and intrigue.  It explains much of the perceived wis-

dom that surrounded the early grapple for power and 

fortune.  It exposes how our belief is derived from ro-

mantic myth, smear and conjecture. 

 

Based on less than fifty years of engineering turmoil when one engine powered most of 

the Industrial and all the Transport Revolutions, this story exposes the distortion that has 

clouded the achievements of one brilliant Cornishman.  It absolves those we have 

blamed and explains how Statesmen and the highest in the land conspired to denigrate 

the lifetime’s work of a genius. 

 

This is the story of Richard Trevithick, engineer, inventor and adventurer as he emerges 

from long years of obscurity.  There is nothing as powerful as the truth. 
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